at Illinois State University
Letter from the Chair

Springtime greetings from Illinois State University and the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences! As we finish this
newsletter we have just returned after an unexpected three day weekend due to a rare snow day and campus closure. A blizzard in
late March after a winter with little snow was unexpected. This Spring 2013 edition of our Newsletter features our Human
Development and Family Resources sequence, one of our four sequences along with Apparel Merchandising and Design; Food,
Nutrition and Dietetics; and Interior and Environmental Design.
This newsletter issue features updated profiles on eight of our HDFR faculty. Collectively they earned advanced degrees from the
more prestigious universities in their disciplines, bring years of professional and research experience to the classroom, and have
earned departmental, college and universities awards for their teaching, research, and service. The accomplishments highlighted on
page five are just a few examples. Two special departmental offerings in the HDFR area are the Child Care Center and Jumpstart
program. The Child Care Center continues to provide the highest quality care and instruction because of its staff and programs. The
director and three fulltime staff have worked an average of 28.5 years at our Center and even longer in their preschool teaching
careers. Our Jumpstart program has 40 students working with 120 children at three low-income preschools throughout the school
year to improve language and literacy skills.
The HDFR sequence currently offers four degree options: Human Development, Family Relations, Consumer Services and FCS
Teacher Education. Enrollment in the sequence has increased nearly 100% since 2007 and is now the second largest sequence in the
department, making up about 25% of total our undergraduate enrollment. Strong demand for these program options is continuing,
the majority of internal ISU applicants to our FCS major want a HDFR program option. The Consumer Services area currently has
the smallest enrollment of our options, but its courses are required for other HDFR programs. Financial planning, resource
management, and public policy are important areas for all individuals and families given recent financial events.
We successfully concluded our national search for a faculty member to take over responsibility for directing our Teacher Education
program. This program is currently another degree option in the HDFR sequence. Dr. Sally Arnett accepted the position and will
begin in fall 2013. Dr. Arnett earned her bachelor’s degree in FCS Teacher Education from our department, completed her M.S. and
Ph.D. degrees from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, taught FCS in high schools for 10 years, and has been a faculty member
at Northern Illinois University.
In this Issue
The national search for a permanent department chairperson was also successfully completed
this fall with the hiring of Dr. Ani Yazedjian. She is an Associate Professor of Family and
Chair’s Welcome
Consumer Sciences at Texas State University and earned her doctorate in Human and
Community Development from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. Yazedjian HDFR Faculty
will begin her duties July 1.

With the future reductions in State funding for higher education anticipated, we welcome and
appreciate your support. A form for making a contribution to the department is included on
the last page of the newsletter.
Sincerely,
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Dr. Bill Anderson – after several years in
church music and, later, Music Therapy, Dr.
Anderson joined the Family and Consumer
Sciences faculty of ISU in 2006. Prior to
coming to Illinoi State, he taught educational
psychology, human development, music
therapy techniques, and guitar at the
University of Alabama. Dr. Anderson’s
primary research interest concerns family dynamics in the
presence of parental chronic illness, principally multiple
sclerosis. A secondary line of interest involves
intergenerational, shared-site facilities. Publications have
been included in Children and Youth Services Review,
NCFR Report, Psychomusicology, and Review of
Disabilities Studies.
Mary Combes, M.S. – Ms. Combes has
been associated with the Family and
Consumer Science Department since 2003.
Her undergraduate degree is in
Anthropology and her graduate degree is in
History - both are from Illinois State. Her
educational background allows her to
present a unique perspective to her students. Ms.
Combes’ research interests include oral history and
women on the home front during World War II. The
classroom panel discussion she organizes of WWI
veterans are popular among students and faculty campuswide. Ms. Combes has received two “Outstanding Faculty/
Staff advisor” awards from campus sororities.
Karen Stephen, M.S. – Ms. Stephens was
first employed at ISU Child Care Center in
1976 as a Head Teacher with preschool
children. Since 1980, she served as Director
of the program. As part of her
responsibilities, she also teaches one class
each semester relating to child development
or administering early childhood programs. In 1987, Karen
served as President of the Midwest Association for the
Education of Young Children. In 2000, she received the
highly coveted Distinguished Service Award from Illinois
State University. Along with publications, Ms. Stephens
has published in newspapers, magazines and international
journals. She authored The Complete Parenting
Exchange Library: Practical Advice for Parents on the
Joys and Challenges of Contemporary Families, published
by Exchange Press. Her text, Child Care Today:
Becoming an Early Childhood Professional was released
in the fall of 2012.
Michele Ruby, M.S. – Ms. Ruby began
teaching in the FCS Department after
completing her Master’s Degree here in 2007.
Ms. Ruby enjoys early education as well as
higher education. She combines both
interests by serving as a substitute teacher in
ISU Child Care Center, the FCS lab site for
HDFR sequence majors.

Dr. Connor Walters – Dr. Walters, C.F.L.E,
joined ISU in 2002. She previously served
on the faculty at Louisiana Tech University,
Syracuse University and Florida State
University. Dr. Walters is active in the
American Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences and currently serves
as the President of the Council for Family
and Consumer Sciences Administrators. Her research
interests include play therapy, mentoring, and
developmentally appropriate practices in early literacy and
she is the principal investigator for the Jump Start grant.
Dr. Angela Fontes – Dr. Fontes earned her
BS and MS degrees from the University of
Utah and her Ph.D. in Consumer Behavior
and Family Economics from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. She has teaching
and research experience with both the
University of Chicago and Northwestern University.
Fontes' research centers on family financial well-being and
utilizes a number of large national/federal data sets
including the Survey of Consumer Finances, the Survey of
Income and Program Participation, and the Consumer
Expenditure Survey. At NORC she is the Project Director
on several major projects with the U.S. Census Bureau,
and works with a broad range of public and private clients
on analytic research.
Keri Edwards, M.S., CCLS – Ms. Edwards
worked at a children’s hospital for 10 years as
a certified Child Life Specialist. While there,
she helped to develop the pediatric pain
management workgroup. She also worked
on the end of life committee, the familycentered care workgroup and the teen
advisory council. Her work at the hospital allowed her to
work with students at both the practicum and intern level.
She now shares her knowledge and experience teaching
full time in our department and is faculty advisor for the
HDFR student club, Human Services Organization (HSO).
Ms. Edwards is currently the Director of our Child Life
Program.
Dr. Tammy Harpel – Dr. Harpel, CFLE,
joined the ISU faculty in 2012. Prior to
coming to ISU, she was a faculty member at
Louisiana Tech University. Dr. Harpel is an
active member of the National Council on
Family Relations (NCFR). She currently
serves as Past-Chair of the Family Science
section, and on the CFLE Academic Program
Review and Honors Student Recognition committees for
NCFR. Her primary research interest focuses on the
influence of prenatal ultrasounds on pregnant women and
their family members. She also conducts research on
teaching strategies and students’ perceptions of online
classes. She has published in Journal of Family and
Economic Issues, Health, and Journal of Family Issues.
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Child Care Center

L to R: Barb Gallick, Lisa Lee, Karen Stephens, Pam Morbitzer

Illinois State University Child Care Center provides high
quality, developmental early care and education services
to ISU students’ children 3 – 6 years of age. ISU
Faculty/Staff are served when space allows. The
Center, which exceeds licensing requirements, serves
as a model program for ISU students, the community,
and the early childhood profession. It operates as a lab
site for FCS practicum students and volunteers as well
as other campus departments. It is also used as a
research and training site by qualified professors,
college students, or agencies.

The Project Approach curriculum is implemented so children investigate through playful, developmentally appropriate activities. The classroom environment is Reggio-Emilia inspired. On-going family engagement works to
establish partnerships with parents to guide children’s development and early learning experiences for lifelong
success. Staff conducts early childhood training at regional, national and even international conferences.
Barb Gallick, M.S. – Since 1977, Ms. Gallick has worked with
young children in varied settings. She has worked at Illinois
State University Child Care Center since 1981 as a Team
Teacher in the 3 – 5 year-old classroom. In 2002 she earned
ISU’s Distinguished Service Award. Ms. Gallick is a founding
leader of the Illinois Project Group and provides community
early care and education training through the local Child Care
Resource and Referral Network. She is also the lab liaison for
HDFR practicum students assigned to the Child Care Center.
When teaching preschoolers, she enjoys nurturing growth and
developments and says young children continually amaze her.
She finds them capable, curious and able to express feelings
openly and honestly. Ms. Gallick believes teaching helps her
look at the work with the vigor, excitement and appreciation
that only young eyes provide.

Lisa Lee, B.S. – Ms. Lee has worked with young children
since 1979. Since then, she has held positions as a child
care teacher, assistant director and director. In 1988, Ms.
Lee began teaching preschoolers at the Illinois State
University Child Care Center. She received the 2011
University’s Distinguished Service Award. Ms. Lee says she
finds children’s thinking interesting and engaging. She
appreciates their fresh and truthful view of life. Young
children’s natural curiosity inspires her to investigate a wide
variety of topics. She especially loves it when children as
the question: “Why?” Their questions motivate her to plan
curriculum that allows for discovery as children satisfy their
curiosity. Quilting is her favorite hobby.

Pam Morbitzer, M.S. – Ms. Morbitzer started as a FCS
practicum student at the Child Care Center. She was a
teacher aide until she completed her Bachelor’s Degree. She
worked in child care in Kankakee, before becoming a Team
Teacher with preschoolers at ISU Child Care Center in 1993.
Ms. Morbitzer enjoys being a daily part of children’s lives as
they explore and discover the unknown. She finds them eager
to investigate and to share their findings. Her favorite thing
about working with children is their carefree attitude and
enjoyment of the simple pleasures in life, such as finding a
ladybug or listening to the music of wind chimes. Ms.
Morbitzer finds adults are often too busy to enjoy the work, but
believes children have a way of helping others sit back, relax
and smell the roses! Besides teaching children, she enjoys
occasionally teaching HDFR classes and mentoring resident
hall students.

FCS Teacher Education students Angela Gentile (left) and
Molly McBride (right) work as teacher aides in the Child
Care Center under the supervision of the Team Teachers.
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Consumer Services track under construction
Consumer Services is the study of the financial behavior of consumers
and families in context, and includes financial planning, family resource
management and public policy. To keep our program on the cutting
edge of this quickly changing field, a number of new curriculum
initiatives are under consideration. These changes include the
introduction of courses in consumer economics and research methods.

Possible jobs in the Consumer Services area:









consumer education
financial planning
financial literacy
consumer protection
state, local, national policy advocacy
corporate consumer affairs
congressional/senatorial staff
employee benefits advisory










personal and commercial banking
family service agencies
public relations and event planning
social services
retail management and sales
consumer policy analysis
government / politics
non-profit family and consumer organizations

For more information about the Consumer Services track contact Dr. Angela Fontes at afontes@ilstu.edu or 309.438.2517.

Upcoming Events
12th Annual AMDA Fashion Show “Muse”

April 12th, 7pm

Brown Ballroom at Bone

FCS Alumni & Friends Dinner

April 12th, 5 pm

Braden Auditorium stage

FCS Spring Awards Reception & Ceremony

April 21, 2013

Brown Ballroom at Bone

2:30 pm Reception, 3 - 5 pm Ceremony
CAST Science & Tech Week

April 22—April 26

CAST Academy of Achievement

April 26, 2013
Circus Room at Bone
8:30 am coffee hour, 9:30 induction ceremony

FCS Spring Commencement Reception

May 11, 2013 10:00—12:00
at Linkins Dining Hall

CAST Spring Commencement

May 11, 2013 1:00 Redbird Arena

FCS Study Abroad trip to Europe

May 18-27, 2013
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Jumpstart was founded in 1993 by 2 students from
Yale, and has grown to 4,300 Corps members from
80 universities serving 11,000 preschoolers at 350
preschool program partners ANNUALLY. Since
1993, 28,000 Corps members have served 50,000

Jumpstart is a national early education organization,

working toward the day every child in
America enters kindergarten prepared to
succeed. Jumpstart delivers a research-based and
cost-effective program by training college students and
community volunteers to serve preschool-age children in
low-income neighborhoods. Through a proven
curriculum, these children develop the language and
literacy skills they need to be ready for kindergarten,
setting them on a path for lifelong success. Jumpstart is
a proud member of the AmeriCorps national service
network. Learn more at www.jstart.org.
Jumpstart McLean County at Illinois State University
trains 40 ISU students to implement Jumpstart’s
literacy-based curriculum in 3 low-income preschools
(YWCA, Heartland Head Start and Scott Early
Learning Center at Children’s Home + Aid), serving
approximately 120 children. Jumpstart pairs trained
college student mentors with underserved
preschoolers for a full school year to help children
develop the language, literacy, and social skills they
will need to thrive in kindergarten and beyond.
Students volunteer in twice-weekly Jumpstart sessions
in a preschool classroom implementing the Jumpstart
curriculum. Students volunteer an additional four hours
every week providing general classroom assistance.
Over the course of the school year, each student
volunteers more than 300 hours in Jumpstart. At the
completion of 300 service hours, students receive an
education award ($1175) from AmeriCorps.

preschoolers.

This year, Jumpstart began
recognizing staff who exemplify the
core values of learning, connection,
determination, joy and kindness. Kim
Burke, Site Manager at Jumpstart
McLean County at Illinois State
University, was the recipient of the
Midwest Values Award for July 2012. She received the
award for Learning and Determination. Learning and
Determination are quite fitting for Kim, she started the
program year as a new site manager at an existing site.
Being new at a veteran site can come with its fair share
of challenges. Kim not only had to learn Jumpstart, but
she had to learn about the history of her site and figure
out how to fit herself into something that was already
created. Because of Kim’s determination, she made
the site her own, gained the respect of the CMs (that
were already hired for her), and implemented a GREAT
Jumpstart program at ISU in FY12.
Thank you Kim for all of your hard work!

Since Read for the Record was first launched in 2006, it has:


Engaged 9 million children



Raised more than $8 million for early education programs



Provided more than 1.2 million books for children in lowincome neighborhoods



In 2012, 2.3 million people participated in Jumpstart’s
Read for the Record.

Jumpstart's Read for the Record®
October 3, 2013
Jumpstart’s premiere
national campaign, Read
for the Record, presented
in partnership with the
Pearson Foundation, is
one time of the year when
millions of individuals
come together to
celebrate literacy and
support Jumpstart in its
efforts to promote early
childhood education.
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In the newest edition of
the NCFR Honors
Brochure that is mailed
to all NCFR members,
the faculty support
people features our very
own Dr. Bill Anderson
and graduate student,
Nicole Kelly. Students
On November 1, 2012, Karen Stephens
(Child Care Center) was the opening

must have a 3.3 GPA to
be a member. ISU is

Keynote Speaker at the "Nurture in

the newest student

Nature" Conference sponsored by the

affiliate and has already

Childspace Early Childhood Institute in
Wellington, New Zealand. Her
presentation was titled: "Nature as
Children's Birthright: Connecting

received much
recognition for their
accomplishments.

children to nature to promote overall
development."

While in Whakatane, New Zealand,
Karen Stephens conducted a
parenting education program for
families served by Eastbay Rural
Educational Activities Programme
(REAP), Inc. She is pictured here
with Toni Christie of Childspace
Early Learning Institute and Vinnie
Cracknell, the Director of the
Eastbay REAP organization.
Stephens' flower head-wreath and

March 2nd the Child Life Club hosted a
Medical Play day. Child Life Graduate
student Dana Burnett talks with a Girl
Scout from a Central Illinois troop in the
dramatic medical play station.

shell necklace were traditional gifts
from the Maori people of the area.
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Thank you!
We graciously thank all those who have supported the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences.
Donors from July 1, 2012—February 28, 2013

Barbara Abbott

Robin and John Guse

Erica and Dan Read

Sandra and Ralph Angel

Jeffrey and Tracy Hamrick

Mary Reid

Jennifer Banning

Harden Family Trust

Barbara and James Schaudt

Elizabeth & Jason Barna

Rose and Daniel Harms

Anita and Paul Schertz

A. Marjorie Bertsche

Hope and John Heslop

Sandra Schrof

Cathy and Dewayne Bess

Rebecca Hines

Julie and Nathan Schumacher

Lois Bickel

Peg Hoffman

Aslihan and William Spaulding

Ann and Stephen Bovenkerk

Mary Kay and Thomas Holloway

Susan Spears

Brenda and Martin Carothers

Janet and Terry Huff

Richard and Jane Speer

Winona Challandes

Joy and Lee Jacobs

Evelyn and James Stafford

Jessica and Jason Chambers

Lois Jett

Mary and Michael Stanton

Norma Clark

L. Darlene and Donald Jones

Carol and Byron Stoller

Thirza and Donald Clements

Richard Kane

Scott and Louise Stracke

Peggy Cole

Diane and Terry Kestner

Barbara Stuepfert

Mary Crane

C. Joyce Langen

Nancy Susedik

Alice and Ralph Darr Jr.

Doris Larke

Janet Sutton

Patsy and Patrick Delheimer

Lori and Christopher Weathers

Charlotte and Joe Talkington

Joyce and Thomas Duncan

Diane and Randall Lloyd

Carol and Terry Travis

Keri Edwards

Donn and Pauline Marvin

Bonita Turnquist

Kathleen Embry

Mary Kay Kristin and R.L. Frank

Carol and Charles van Rossum

Family & Consumer Sciences Professionals of McLean County

Jan and Scott Murphy

Connor Walters and Keith Dutton

Michelle and Paul Nevell

Susan and Ben Walters

Marcia and Gerald Parsons

Claire and Merle Widmer

Jacqueline and Raymond Peterson

Kathleen Workman

Alice Jo and Richard Rainville

Lois and Gary Young

Dorothy and Eldon Folkerts
Mardella Gillespie
Carla and Michael Golding
James and Melinda Goodman
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Support the Department of Family & Consumer Sciences

Amount of Donation

Fund Preference

⃝

$500

⃝ General Department Support (default)

⃝

$100

⃝ Student Professional Development

⃝

$50

⃝ General Scholarship

⃝

Other $ ______________

⃝ Excellence
⃝ Other

Please make your check payable to the Illinois State University Foundation and enclose this form to
assure that you receive proper credit for your gift and that the funds are utilized according to your
preference. Mail your gift to Illinois State University Foundation, Campus Box 8000, Normal, IL
61790-8000. Credit card gifts can be made online at www.illinoisstatealumni.org

Name

Graduation Year

Mailing Address

City

Home Phone

E-mail Address
State

Zip Code

Cell Phone

□ Please provide me with information on including Illinois State in my estate plans.

□ I have already included Illinois State in my estate plans.
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Spring 2013 FCS Newsletter published March 28, 2013
Christie Wissmiller, editor
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